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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 01/03/2006. 

Claims 33-38 are pending in this application. Claims 33, 36 are independent claims. 
This action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 
(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 33, 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kataoka et al. 
(US Patent No. 5,857,021). 

Kataoka anticipated independent claims 33, 36 by the following: 
Kataoka teaches a recording method for recording data on a recording medium, said 
recording medium having a unique ID recorded thereon (i.e. A medium ID 121 is an identifier 
uniquely assigned to the storage medium 101, which is burned into a predetermined region in a 
non-rewritable manner with a laser beam, for example, col. 6, lines 64-65), the recording method 
comprising: 
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reading the unique ID (i.e. ID 121 extracted from the storage medium 101, col. 7, line 1 1) 
from the recording medium (i.e. the storage medium 101, col. 7, line 1 1) (col. 6, line 57 to col. 7, 
line 26); 

encrypting the data using the unique ID (i.e. The first private key generating means 105 
generates a private key, based on the medium ID 121 extracted from the storage medium 101, 
col. 7, lines 9-1 1) to generate an encrypted data (i.e. The second encrypting means 108 encrypts 
the data with the data encryption key 106, col. 7, lines 23-24) (col. 6, line 57 to col. 7, line 26); 
and 

recording the encrypted data on the recording medium (i.e. writes the encrypted data into 
the storage medium 101 as the aforementioned encrypted data 123, col. 7, lines 24-26) (col. 6, 
line 57 to col. 7, line 26). 

It is noted, the ID 121 extracted from the recording medium 101 is used to generate the 
first private key (col. 7, line 1 1), then the first encrypting means 107 encrypts the data encryption 
key 106 with the private key (col. 7, lines 18-20), and the second encrypting means 108 encrypt 
the data with the data encryption key 106 and writes the encrypted data into the storage medium 
101 (col. 7, lines 18-20). 

As per claim 36, Kataoka teaches a reproducing for reproducing data from encrypted 
data stored in a recording medium (see Fig. 7), said recording medium data using a unique ID 
recorded thereon, the reproducing method comprising: 
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reading the unique ID from the recording medium (i.e. the security controller 12 
examines whether or not the storage medium 5 contains a medium ID, col. 5, lines 36-44, step 32 
in Fig. 7); 

decrypting the encrypted data using the unique ID to generate a decrypted data; (i.e. the 
data is decoded, or decrypted, col. 5, lines 65-66, step 37 in Fig. 7); 

producing the decrypted data (i.e. The decoded data is stored in a local storage unit in the 
terminal, col. 6, lines 1-2, step 38 in Fig. 7). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 34, 35, 37, 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kataoka et al. (US Patent No. 5,857,021), in view of Teshima et al. (US Patent No. 6,272,470). 

As to claims 34, 37, Kataoka does not explicitly teach said data is image data generated 

by a diagnostic instrument. However, Teshima teaches image data generated by a diagnostic 

instrument (i.e. diagnostic X-ray system in Fig. 1). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Kataoka with the teachings of Teshima to include "image data 
generated by a diagnostic instrument" in order to provide an electronic clinical recording system 
for a wide-area hospital information system enabling the whole of a region to share medical 
information at low cost without any concern about a difference in type of equipment. 

As to claims 35, 38, Kataoka does not specifically teach said data is an electronic clinical 
chart. However, Teshima teaches electronic clinical chart (i.e. medical information, col. 3, lines 
33-34). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Kataoka with the teaching of Teshima to include "an electronic 
clinical chart" in order to provide an electronic clinical recording system for a wide-area hospital 
information system enabling the whole of a region to share medical information at low cost 
without any concern about a difference in type of equipment. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 01/03/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that: 

(a) Kataoka does not teach "encrypting the data using the unique ID to generate an 
encrypted data" as recited in claim 33. 
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(b) Kataoka does not teach "recording the encrypted the data on the recording medium" 
as recited in claim 33. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees for the following reasons: 

Per (a), Kataoka teaches encrypting the data using the unique ID to generate an encrypted 
data as "The first private key generating means 105 generates a private key, based on the 
medium ID 1 2 1 extracted from the storage medium 101 and a unit ID 104. The unit ID 104 is a 
unique identifier of the computer system itself or that of a portable drive unit (e.g., an MO drive). 
While the former identifier is normally used as the unit ID 104, the latter may be useful in some 
situations such as system installation or maintenance, because it is possible to install programs, 
set up data, and modify data using the same drive unit and storage medium for different 
computer systems. The first encrypting means 107 encrypts the data encryption key 106 with the 
private key generated by the first private key generating means 105. The encrypted encryption 
key is written into the storage medium 101 as the aforementioned permission data 122. The 
second encrypting means 108 encrypts the data with the data encryption key 106 and writes the 
encrypted data into the storage medium 101 as the aforementioned encrypted data 123" (col. 7, 
lines 9-26). 

Note that the encrypting means 108 encrypts the data with the data encryption key 106, 
which is generated form the medium ID 121 through the private key. Therefore, the encryption 
key 106 implies the medium ID 121. 

Thus, the Kataoka system can not be distinguished from the claim invention since 
Kataoka teaches encrypting the data using the unique ID to generate an encrypted data the ID 
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1 2 1 extracted from the recording medium from the beginning of the method to encrypt the data 
(col. 7, lines 9-26). 

Per (b), Kataoka teaches the encrypted data to be recorded on the medium as " writes the 
encrypted data into the storage medium 101 as the aforementioned encrypted data 123", (col. 7, 
lines 24-26). 

Therefore, Kataoka does disclose each and every element recited in Applicant's claim 33. 
The claim language as presented is still read on by the Kataoka reference at the cited paragraph 
in the claim rejections. 

Accordingly, the claimed invention as represented in the claims does not represent a 
patentable over the art of record. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-41 12. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jean Homere, Esq., can be reached on (571) 272-3780. The fax number to this Art 
Unit is 571-273-8300^ 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Miranda Le 
March 16, 2006 




